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Meet the New Faces at Independent  
Connection 

Chelsey Copeland 
Independent Living Spe-

cialist 

Nayenci Lamar 
Independent Living Spe-

cialist 

Janetta Buttery 
Administrative Support  

Specialist 

/ƘŜƭǎŜȅ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƛǘƘ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘπ
Ŝƴǘ /ƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴ ǎƛƴŎŜ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ ŀǎ 
ŀƴ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ [ƛǾƛƴƎ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘ 
ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ¢Ǌŀƴǎƛǝƻƴ 
{ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ǿŀƴǝƴƎ ǘƻ 
ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ƘƻƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴǎǝǘǳǝƻƴǎΦ 
IŜǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ Ƴƻǧƻ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ǘƻ 
Řƻ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƳǳŎƘ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ 
ōŜǧŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦΦ /ƘŜƭǎŜȅΩǎ 
Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜ ŜƴƧƻȅǎ 
ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎƘŜ ǿƻǊƪǎ ǿƛǘƘΦ /ƘŜƭπ
ǎŜȅ ŜƴƧƻȅǎ ŀǎǎƛǎǝƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǎǘǊǳƎπ
ƎƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘκƻǊ 
ŀŘŘƛŎǝƻƴ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǎƘŜ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ 
ǘƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ƳǳŎƘ 
ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƎƛǾŜ ǘƘŜƳπ
ǎŜƭǾŜǎ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ ŦƻǊΦ  

bŀȅŜƴŎƛ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ /ƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴ ǎƛƴŎŜ 
CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нлнм ŀǎ ŀƴ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘπ
Ŝƴǘ [ƛǾƛƴƎ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘΦ 
bŀȅŜƴŎƛ ŀǎǎƛǎǘǎ ŎǳǎǘƻƳŜǊǎ ǘƻ 
ŀǧŀƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ Ǝƻŀƭǎ ǘƻ ōŜŎƻƳŜ ƛƴπ
ŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘΦ hǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ 
bŀȅŜƴŎƛ ŀƴŘ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ 
ǊŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ōƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΦ  
²ƘŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ 
ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ ǎƘƻǊǘ 
ǝƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ǎƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘΣ ά L 
ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀōƻǳǘ Řƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅ 
ǇǊƛŘŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ 

ǇǊƻǳŘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ŘƛǎŀōƛƭƛǘȅΗέ  ²Ŝƭπ
ŎƻƳŜ bŀȅŜƴŎƛΗ 

WŀƴŜǧŀ ōŜƎŀƴ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ /ƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴ ƛƴ 
aŀǊŎƘ ŀǎ ŀ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝǾŜ 
{ǳǇǇƻǊǘ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ 
Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ /ƻƴπ
ƴŜŎǝƻƴ ƻŶŎŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ Ƴƻǎǘ 
ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ōŜ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊΦ 
WŀƴŜǧŀ ŜƴƧƻȅǎ ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ 
ǝƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ǊŜŀŘπ
ƛƴƎ ƻƴ ƘŜǊ ǇƻǊŎƘ ǎǿƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǎǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ǝƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ 
ƎǊŀƴŘŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ  ²ƘŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ 
ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ 
ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǝƳŜ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ǎƘŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘŜŘΣ ά L 
ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 
ƭƛƪŜ LƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ /ƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴ 
ŜȄƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ 
ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƳŜƳπ

ōŜǊǎΦέ  ²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ WŀƴŜǧŀΗ 
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Lƴ ƘŜǊ ŦǊŜŜ ǝƳŜ /ƘŜƭǎŜȅ ƭƻǾŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǝƳŜ 
ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ /ƘŜƭǎŜȅ 
ƭƻƻƪǎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƴƛŎŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŜƴƧƻȅƛƴƎ 
ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ƳŜƳƻǊƛŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀƴŘ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ  
²ƘŜƴ ŀǎƪŜŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǎƘŜ Ƙŀǎ 
ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜǊ ǎƘƻǊǘ ǝƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ǎƘŜ ǊŜπ
ǎǇƻƴŘŜŘΣ ά L ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŜǘ ƘŜŀƭǘƘȅ 
ōƻǳƴŘŀǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ŀǎǇŜŎǘǎ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǾŜ 
ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǇŜƻπ
ǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΦέ 

²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ /ƘŜƭǎŜȅΗ 

Copeland Cont. 

Meet the Staff Cont. from pg. 1 

Your Independent Connection Independent Living Specialists 
pictured above from left to right: Nayenci, April, Chelsey 

Independent Connection Inc., a Center for Independent Living, is seeking an experienced leader 
to be the Executive Director.  

Independent Connection Inc. is a local non-profit that provides independent living services to 
people with any disability, of any age, in north central Kansas. Independent Connection is mis-
sion and philosophy driven. Please see our website for more information 
www.indconnectinc.com. 
The Executive Director represents the agency, those whom the agency serves, and the commu-
nity. The individual in this position must believe in, and live, the philosophy of independent living. 
Individual choice and personal decision-making are the mission of all involved in this agency. 
They must have a proven ability to advocate for disability rights and to increase public aware-
ness on disability-related issues. 
This position is responsible for providing overall management of services. This person will 
demonstrate excellent team leadership, strong business and financial acumen, and effective 
communication skills. Must possess knowledge of programs, services, and barriers that affect 
people with disabilities. 

Qualifications: 
Å Bachelorôs degree in Human Services or related field preferred 
Å Five years of documented experience working with people with disabilities required. 
Å Demonstrated leadership ability and direct experience of supervising employees. 
Å Experience in oversight of internal operations management, executing financial management 
activities, operations budgeting and grant writing. 
Å Ability to build networking relationships within the community and organize campaigns. 
Å Ability to travel throughout the State. 
Å Must have an insured vehicle and valid driverôs license available for use or ability to arrange 
own transportation required, with mileage reimbursement provided. 
Å Qualified candidates should email or mail a cover letter, resume, three professional references 
to jcramer@indconnectinc.com 

Executive Director Position Open! 
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In de pe n de nt C on ne ct i o n Mission Statement: T o eliminate barriers so al l 
people have t he r i ght to make their own decisions and exercise cont r ol over 
t hei r own lives.  Al l people have t he r i ght to pursue success and t a ke risks. 

 

Independent Connection Inc. is funded in part through Rehabilitation Services, the state vocational rehabilitation agency in 

Kansas.Grant funding was comprised of State General Funds and Federal Funds. Federal funds are authorized under PL 

105-220 VII Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended. Program Title: Independent Living ð State Grants. CFDA/

Subprogram No. 93.369. The contents and/or events of Independent Connection Inc.õs programs do not necessarily repre-

sent the policies of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, and/or Kansas Department of Rehabilitation Ser-

vices, and you should not assume endorsement by the State or Federal Government. 

This Newsletter is available in alternative forms. 

In de pe n de nt  C on ne ct i o n I nc.  i s  a pr ou d m e mb er  of: 

How Can you Contribute?? 

You can donate to Independent Connection by contributing through Dillonôs 
Community Awards and Amazon Smile.  Visit our website at 

www.indconnectinc.com for more information on how to participate. You can also 
donate with Facebook Pay on our Facebook page by clicking the donate button.  

Independent Connection is currently looking for a volun-
teer who has a passion for journalism and would like to 
work with an independent living specialist to develop the 
newsletter quarterly in the months of October, January, 
April, and July.  If you are interested please contact Inde-
pendent Connection at 785-452-9580 and speak with 

April Rickman 

http://www.indconnectinc.com/
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Kansas Emergency Rental Assistance.    
KERA serves Kansans outside the city of Wichita who have had a difficult time pay-
ing or collecting rent, utilities, or internet payments due to the COVID Pandemic  
Landlords and tenants apply via a joint online process. If the application is approved, 

the landlord or service provider receives funds directly from KERA and applies KERA 

funds to the applicantôs account. Approved applicants are eligible for up to 12 

months of assistance. You can find the eligibility requirements, more information and 

the application online at ǿǿǿΦƪǎƘƻǳǎƛƴƎŎƻǊǇΦƻǊƎκŜƳŜǊƎŜƴŎȅ-ǊŜƴǘŀƭ-ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜκ   

Please contact Independent Connection or speak with your Independent Living Spe-

cialist if you would like assistance applying.  

Protected Income Lim-
it Increase! 

 
 
The Protected Income Limit 
has been changed from $1177 
to 300% of the SSI. This means 
that people who have an in-
come of $0 to $2382 will have 
a zero-client obligation for all 
HCBS Waiver Services. HCBS 
clients will receive a letter with 
this information! 

http://www.kshousingcorp.org/emergency-rental-assistance/
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/ƻƴƴŜŎǘ {ƘŀǊŜ wŜǇŀƛǊ- ! ǇŜŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭΗ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ ŀ ōŜǧŜǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘƛŜǊ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΗ 

 /ƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜΣ /ƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǎǘŜƴΣ /ƻƳŜ ǘƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ōƛƎƎŜǊ ŀƴŘ ōŜǧŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣ ¸ƻǳ ƴŜǾŜǊ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻǎŜ 
ƭƛŦŜ ȅƻǳ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻǊ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎΦ ȏȏ 

 !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ ŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ŀǊŜŀǎΚ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŎƻǳƭŘ 
ōŜ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΗ 

¶ ¢ƻ ōŜ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ ¶ ¢ƻ ǾŀƭǳŜ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ¶ wŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ƻǳǊ ǉǳŀƭƛǝŜǎ ¶ ¢ƻ ƭƻǾŜ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ¶ ¢ƻ ōǳƛƭŘ ŀ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴ 

ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ¶ ¢ƻ ƭƛōŜǊŀǘŜ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎ ¶ 9ƳǇƻǿŜǊ ¶ {ƘŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǎǘƻǊȅ ¶ CƛƴŘ CƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ¶ ¢ƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƭƛŘŀǊƛǘȅ 
ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ŀ ƎǊƻǳǇ ¶ CƛƴŘ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƛƎƘǘ ¶ aƛƴŘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎ ¶ 9Ƴƻǝƻƴŀƭ !ǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ¶ [ƛŦŜ tƭŀƴƴƛƴƎ ¶ /ƻǇƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ¶ [ƻǎǎΣ 
DǊƛŜŦ ¶ LƴǎǇƛǊŀǝƻƴ ¶ .ǳƛƭŘ ŀ ǎǘǊƻƴƎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ϧ ŀ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜŜǊǎ ǿƛǘƘ ƭƛŦŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎπ

Ŝǎ ¶ 5ƛǎŎǳǎǎ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ƻǊ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀŘώмϐŘƛŎǝƻƴǎΣ ŦŀƛƭǳǊŜǎΣ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŜǎΣ ŦŀƳƛπ
ƭȅκ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎ ǊŜƭŀǝƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ŜǘŎΦ ¶ tƭǳǎ ƳǳŎƘ ƳƻǊŜΣ tŜŜǊ ŘǊƛǾŜƴ ƎǊƻǳǇ ς ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ ŜǘŎΦ 

 tŜŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƛǎ ŀ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ŦƻǊ ŜƳƻǝƻƴŀƭ ϧ ƳŜƴǘŀƭ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŀƭΤ tŜŜǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀƭƻƴŜ 

.ƛ-²ŜŜƪƭȅ ƻƴ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅǎ мΥллǇƳ пос { hƘƛƻ όLƴŘŜǇŜƴŘŜƴǘ /ƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴ .ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎύ CƻǊ vǳŜǎǝƻƴǎ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ Ŏŀƭƭ /ƘŜƭǎŜȅ тур-
прн-фрул ƻǊ тур-спо-уптр !ƭǎƻ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǳǎ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ CŀŎŜ ōƻƻƪ ǇŀƎŜ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘ {ƘŀǊŜ wŜǇŀƛǊ- ŀ tŜŜǊ {ǳǇǇƻǊǘ DǊƻǳǇ 
ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ-Ϧ /ƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴ {Ŝǎǎƛƻƴ 
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Console Clan  

Do you like games? Video games, board games, card games, or computer 

games. Well then this is the group for you!! We will meet once a month for 

gaming fun and to learn with each other about new games and old! Some 

board and card games will be provided, but please bring your handheld devic-

es and come game with us!  We hope to learn and build relationships with oth-

ers who are part of our CONSOLE CLAN! Even if you donõt play games a lot 

please come hangout with us and meet some new people! 

I F  Y O U  H A V E  Q U E S T I O N S  P L E A S E  C O N T A C T : 

 

Independent Connection Inc. is looking for people wanting 
to join, and/or lead, peer support groups.  In a support group, 
people are able to talk with other folks who are like themselves 
- people who truly understand what they're going through and 
can share the type of practical insights that can only come from 
firsthand experience.  If you would like to become part of, or 
lead, a peer support group, please let Independent Connection 

know by calling 
785-452-9580 or by emailing us at ic@indconnectinc.com. 


