June 2020

The ICI Observer
If you find yourself in need of anything in this difficult time please stop and visit our
“Mercy Box.” It will be located as shown Monday-Friday from 8:30am-4:30pm. No
questions asked. We just ask that you be respectful of others and take only what you
need and donate what you can. If you aren’t able to get out and would like to donate
please call us and we will arrange a porch pick up.
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Contact Information
Independent Connection Inc.
436 S. Ohio St.
Salina, Kansas 67401
Phone: (785) 452-9580
Fax: (785) 515-2190
Email: ic@indconnectinc.com
Website:
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Olmstead Anniversary
Information obtained from https://adata.org/factsheet/accessible-lodging
As a way to celebrate 30 years of ADA we will have a monthly theme!!
This month’s theme is the Olmstead Decision.

About Olmstead
The story of the Olmstead case begins with two women, Lois Curtis and Elaine Wilson, who
had mental illness and developmental disabilities, and were voluntarily admitted to the
psychiatric unit in the state-run Georgia Regional Hospital. Following the women's medical
treatment there, mental health professionals stated that each was ready to move to a
community-based program. However, the women remained confined in the institution, each
for several years after the initial treatment was concluded. They filed suit under the
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) for release from the hospital.

The Decision
On June 22, 1999, the United States Supreme Court held in Olmstead v. L.C. that unjustified
segregation of persons with disabilities constitutes discrimination in violation of title II of the
Americans with Disabilities Act. The Court held that public entities must provide communitybased services to persons with disabilities when (1) such services are appropriate; (2) the
affected persons do not oppose community-based treatment; and (3) community-based
services can be reasonably accommodated, taking into account the resources available to
the public entity and the needs of others who are receiving disability services from the entity.
The Supreme Court explained that its holding "reflects two evident judgments." First,
"institutional placement of persons who can handle and benefit from community settings
perpetuates unwarranted assumptions that persons so isolated are incapable of or unworthy of
participating in community life." Second, "confinement in an institution severely diminishes the
everyday life activities of individuals, including family relations, social contacts, work options,
economic independence, educational advancement, and cultural enrichment."
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Independent Connection Receives
Grant to Assist with Providing
Youth Transition Program

3

We were awarded $2,000 by the
Greater Salina Community
Foundation to help provide
independent living skills training to students of USD 305’s
Opportunity Now and students
enrolled in the Jobs for
America’s Graduates Program at
Salina Central High School. We
are so ready for the 2020-2021
school year to be here to begin
providing these trainings again!

Remember that we ARE open! We are seeing people by appointment if meeting by phone or
Zoom is not sufficient. Our doors do remain locked at this time and we ask that if you have
an appointment that you wear a mask. We will also wear a mask during the meeting for
your safety and ours.

COVID-19 Care Packages
We have been hard at work preparing
Coronavirus care packages that contain
essentials such as shampoo, body wash,
toilet paper, toothpaste, a tooth brush,
gloves, and masks. Additionally, we
partnered with Boot Hill Distillery in
Dodge City for over 500 bottles of
hand sanitizer to add to our care packages. We will start delivering on June 4
to all nine counties in our service area
to area partners that will be assisting us
in getting these out to the individuals
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Consumer Success Story
Rickie relocated to Kansas from South Dakota and had no healthcare or form of transportation. Rickie
came to Independent Connection for assistance with getting back on his feet. Rickie was connected to
an Independent Living Specialist who assisted him with the process of applying for Kancare, accessing
utilities, locating a doctor to refill his medications and locating transportation services. Rickie was able
to see a doctor and got his medications refilled. Rickie filled out a LIEAP application for assistance
with paying for his utilities and was able to access OCCK for transportation services. Today, Rickie has
insurance and can visit his doctor, utilizes transportation services and is caught up on all his bills.
Rickie stated he was extremely grateful that Independent connection was available to provide
suggestions on resources and assistance with filling out applications.

KUCDD Survey
The Kansas University Center on Developmental Disabilities (KUCDD) is seeking information about
family experiences during the Covid-19 pandemic so that we can learn what supports are needed as we
move forward. We will provide the information in de-identified/summarized form to policy-makers to
help inform efforts to better respond to the needs of families and caregivers of people with developmental
and other disabilities.
We expect the survey to take about 5 minutes to complete.
If you have questions about this survey please contact
Evan Dean, edean2@ku.edu, or Sean Swindler, sswindler@ku.edu.
You can take the survey by clicking on this link:
https://redcap.kumc.edu/surveys/?s=L39A4HJ7EW

Save The Date!! If you
would like information
on attending let us
know and we will keep
you updated as new
information is
available.
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Current Peer Support
Groups
Prosthetic Vibes
Who: Anyone who has, will be getting, or
knows someone affected by prosthetics
What: To share stories, learn from one another,
and make new friends
When: 2nd Monday of the month at 2:00 pm*,
4th Thursday of the month at 7:00 pm*
*Virtually at this time of social distancing
Contact: David Powell 785-452-9580

OverBOOKED
Book Club
Currently reading “Being Heumann”
Group has discussions via Facebook
Chapter assignments posted weekly
Contact April Rickman if you are interested in
joining 785-452-9580

Independent Connection Inc. is looking for people wanting to join, and/or lead,
peer support groups. In a support group, people are able to talk with other folks
who are like themselves - people who truly understand what they're going through
and can share the type of practical insights that can only come from firsthand
experience. If you would like to become part of, or lead, a peer support group,
please let Independent Connection know by calling
785-452-9580 or by emailing us at ic@indconnectinc.com.

How Can you Contribute??
You can donate to Independent Connection by contributing through Dillon’s
Community Awards and Amazon Smile. Visit our website at
www.indconnectinc.com for more information on how to participate. You can also
donate with Facebook Pay on our Facebook page by clicking the donate button.
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Independent Connection Inc. is a proud member of:

I n d e p e n d e n t C o n n e c t i o n Mission Statement: T o eliminate barriers so a l l
people have t h e r i g h t to make their own decisions a n d exercise c o n t r o l over
t h e i r own lives.

A l l people have t h e

r i g h t to pursue success a n d t a k e

risks.
Independent Connection Inc. is funded in part through Rehabilitation Services, the state vocational rehabilitation
agency in Kansas. Grant funding was comprised of State General Funds and Federal Funds. Federal funds are authorized under PL 105-220 VII Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended. Program Title: Independent Living – State
Grants. CFDA/Subprogram No. 93.369. The contents and/or events of Independent Connection Inc.’s programs do
not necessarily represent the policies of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, and/or Kansas
Department of Rehabilitation Services, and you should not assume endorsement by the State or Federal Government.

This Newsletter is available in alternative forms.
Enter for your chance to win a free PRIZE!










Independent Connection has a
“_______________________” outside the
office for essential items that anyone can
come and take if they are in need.
Boot Hill Distillery partnered with
Independent Connection to provide
______________________________ to be
put in the COVID-19 care packages.
Independent Connection started a book club
called ____________________________
and they are currently reading
___________________________________.
Independent Connection does a weekly
Facebook live at what time?
______________________
How can you donate to Independent
Connection? (3 ways)
____________________________________
____________________________________

To be entered in a drawing to win a FREE
prize, complete the quiz to the left and return to
Independent Connection Inc. by July 15, 2020
in one of the following ways:



By mail: send to 436 S. Ohio,
Salina, KS 67401
By email: send to
arickman@indconnectinc.com

The winner will be drawn on July 16, 2020 and
the prize will be ready to pick up that day.

Name:______________________________
Address:____________________________
___________________________________
Phone Number:
___________________________________

